A Survey of the Blue Demon (U.S. F1) 


Dick Mewhinney (LM#60) 


My collection of Fls is perhaps the most interesting 
part of my rather large U.S. collection. Bob 
Schwerdt and I have been vying for years to obtain 
perfins in these stamps. I recently made a survey of 
these members who I knew had such items and, after 
contacting 14 people, worked up this survey report. 





The registration stamp (F1) was short lived, having 
been released on Dec. 1, 1911, and abolished on 
May 29, 1913. I find no quantities-issued listed, but 
surely a stamp that could be used only for 
registration and in use for less than 18 months would 


leave few remaining used copies, especially when 
perfinned. 


My survey indicates that 56 different perfin designs 
have shown up on the Fls. Only 113 stamps and 9 
covers have been reported. The largest single 
collection includes 21 stamps and 2 covers. 
Quantities then go down to a single stamp and a 
single cover. The quantity of stamps known in 
members collections runs from 9 stamps (pat. O75) 
to a single stamp (many pats.) Surprisingly, there are 
only two duplicate copies known in a single 
member’s collection. 


I am very interested in adding any information about 
these stamps that members may have, and I intend to 
revise the listing as such items come to my attention. 
I, and others, am interested in obtaining FIs and are 
willing to discuss purchase. 


Any further information will be greatlyappreciated: 
Dick Mewhinney, 395 Buttermilk Rd., Easton, PA 
18042-9537 or neverin@rcn.com. 
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